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Statement of the Academic Leadership of the University of Maryland, College Park
We, the academic leaders of the University of Maryland, write to express our dismay and deep
concern for the events and the process that has led to the forced retirement of President Wallace
D. Loh. We have been extremely alarmed for weeks by the interference of the University
System of Maryland’s Board of Regents into University governance matters. It is the
President who is responsible for personnel matters at the University, and it is within the
President’s discretion and authority to decide whether to retain athletics staff. Through its
intervention, the Board of Regents usurped the President’s authority and intervened in the ability
of the President to carry out his full duties and responsibilities. Neither the by-laws of the Board
of Regents nor state law give authority to the Regents to take such actions.
As an institution of higher learning, the mission of the University of Maryland is to deliver
excellence in teaching, research, and service that is of benefit to the state, the nation, and the
world. Our strength as a University and as a community is based upon upholding our core values.
First and foremost, we have a duty of care, and burden of responsibility for our students. In all
we do, we must be guided by and realize our primary responsibility: to educate, support and
protect our students.
The violation of the independence of the University to manage its human resources and
operations compromises the governance structure of the University, impacts our credibility and
our ability to deliver the educational services for which we exist as a public land-grant institution.
It has already damaged the trust of students and their families, faculty, staff, alumni, donors, and
supporters.
Standard VII of the Middle States Commission on Higher Education, which accredits all
institutions of higher education in this region, states: “The institution is governed and administered
in a manner that allows it to realize its stated mission and goals in a way that effectively benefits
the institution, its students, and the other constituencies it serves. Even when supported by or
affiliated with governmental, corporate, religious, educational system, or other unaccredited
organizations, the institution has education as its primary purpose, and it operates as an academic
institution with appropriate autonomy.” Therefore, the recent actions of the Board of Regents
jeopardize this autonomy, and may affect our accreditation status with a number of higher
education governing bodies.
We support the well-reasoned and thoughtful steps that President Wallace Loh has taken in
support of these principles and upholding the independence of the campus. We hereby
call upon the Board of Regents and the leadership of the State of Maryland to return to
legal and established governance practices with respect to the flagship campus of the
University system of Maryland.
We believe Dr. Loh’s leadership is critical for the university at this challenging time and we call
upon the Board of Regents and the Chancellor to publicly affirm its support for Dr. Loh’s
continued leadership of the state’s flagship university.
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